
  
Partial ballot: Ballots are arranged by party. 
Voters rank as many as they wish by writing 
numbers and may rank across parties. 
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Maltese Local Elections Using STV 
These two ballots are from Malta’s 2024 local council elections, held in Birżebbuġa and 
Marsaskala. Voters were electing nine councilors in each locality using the Single 
Transferable Vote (STV) system. The entire council is elected freshly every five years. 

All ballots are printed in the same order, grouped by party, in alphabetical order. Some people 
believe that the Green Party picked its Maltese name as “Alternattiva Demokratika” in order to 
be listed first. 

Malta has used STV for all elections—including local councils, national parliament, and 
European Parliament—since gaining independence in 1964. The system ensures proportional 
representation by allowing voters to rank candidates and transferring votes based on 
preferences, giving fair chances to smaller parties and independents. 


