
  

This is a ballot from the Irish general election 
held on May 17, 2002 in the Wicklow 
constituency. Voters were electing five members 
to Dáil Éireann (the lower house of the Irish 
Parliament). 

Multi-Winner Elections 
Ireland uses Single Transferable Vote (STV) for 
parliamentary elections. This proportional 
representation system: 

• Allows voters to rank candidates in order 
of preference (1, 2, 3, etc.) 

• Elects multiple representatives per 
constituency (Wicklow had 5 seats) 

• Ensures seats are allocated 
proportionally to the votes received 

• Transfers votes from eliminated 
candidates to remaining candidates 
based on voter preferences 

Voters can rank as many or as few candidates as 
they wish. Constituencies typically elect 3-5 
members. 

The system, which has been used for Dáil 
Éireann elections since 1921, promotes 
proportional representation and ensures that 
smaller parties and independents can win seats 
in line with their support. 

STV allows Irish voters to express their true 
preferences while ensuring fair representation of 
different political viewpoints in each 
constituency. 
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2024 Ballot Design 
This sample 2024 ballot shows how the Irish STV 
ballot paper has evolved in recent years. 
 
This sample ballot shows candidates from 
across Ireland, so no voter could have voted on 
this combination of candidates. 
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